CHAPTEE XXIX

As it is important to explain the reasons which had brought
the 2nd corps back to the main body of the army, from
which it had been separated since the beginning of the cam-
paign, I must resume the summary of its history from the
month of August. At that time, after having beaten the
Russians before Polotsk, Marshal Saint-Cyr had formed a vast
entrenched camp near that place, garrisoning it with some of
his troops, and distributing the rest about both banks of the
Dwina. The light cavalry covered the cantonments, and, as
I have said, Castex's brigade, including my regiment, was-
placed at Luchonski on the Polota, whence we were able to
watch the main roads coming from Sebesh and Nevel. Wittgen-
stein's army after its defeat had retired behind those towns,,
so that between the Russians and the French there was a
space of more than twenty-five leagues. This was not regu-
larly occupied, but both sides sent cavalry to reconnoitre it,
which gave rise to sundry skirmishes. As in the neigbour-
hood of Polotsk, there was abundant forage, the crops still
standing ; the soldiers, knowing that we should stay there for
some time, set to work to reap and thresh the corn, grinding
it afterwards in the little hand-mills, such as are found in
every peasant's house. This appeared to me to be slow work,
and I caused two water-mills on the Polota to be repaired,
from which time my regiment was sure of its bread. As for
meat, the woods were full of beasts abandoned by their
owners ; but .since providing ourselves from these meant a
daily hunt, I resolved to imitate a practice which I had seen
with the Army of Portugal, and to form a regimental herd.
I succeeded in a short time m getting together 700 or 800'
beasts, putting them under the care of some dismounted
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